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THE 


Anti-Masonic Review, 


AND 


MONTHLY WAGAZNTE. 


At a meeting of citizens held at No. 66, Nassau-street, on the 
evening of the 20th instant, Mr. Exasrus Fitswortn was called 
to the Chair, and C. C. Biarcuty, chosen Secretary. 

On motion of Henry Dana Warp, Esq. resolved. unanimously, 
that a committee of three be appointed to address one or more of 
the most eminent men of this state who are Free Masons, soliciting 
their opinion upon the general character and tendency of Masonic 
Societies, accompanied with such explanations and remarks as they 
may choose to make upon the subject. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Chairman appoint that com- 
mittee. 

Whereupon, Mr. Ettswortn appointed Cor. Ricuarp Varicx, 
Tuomas Fessenpen, Esq. and Samvet Sr. Joun, Esq. to consti- 
tute that committee. 

New-York, Arnix 2lst, 1829, 
Hon, Capwatraper D. Cotpen, 

Sir—The undersigned, the committee appointed in 
pursuance of the above resolutions, recollecting you as a distin- 
guished member of a sagacious and discriminating profession ; hav- 
ing reason to remember you with respect and gratitude as Mayor of 
this city, and as their Legislative Representative at Albany and at 
Washington ; and reposing confidence in you as a MAN ; and, be- 
ing informed, moreover, that you are intimately acquainted with 
Free Masonry, and have attained to its most elevated degrees, bez 
leave, in discharge of the trust committed to them, to solicit the 
communication of your opinion and judgment upon the tendency and 
effects of that institution, accompanied with such explanations and 
remarks as you may choose to make upon so interesting a subject. 
Entertaining opinions unfavorable to Masonic associations, on gene- 
ral principles, with much sincerity, and without a particle of hostil- 
ity to Masons as individual men, the committee, as well as those 
they represent, are not only willing but desirous to ubtain light and 
truth upon a question which, at present, so deeply agitates the com- 
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munity, trom any quarter, Masonic or other: ise, whence it can be 

communicated, and from which it may be confidently anticipated, 

it will come unperverted, as far as it 1s communiceted at all. 

With great respect, we are, 
Your fellow-citizens, and ob’t serv’ts. 

RICH’D VARICK, 
THOMAS FESSENDEN, 
SAM’L ST. JOHN. 


MR. COLDEN’S ANSWER. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I do not think I ought to object to communi- 
cate in this manner, the sentiments I have long held, 
and have frequently expressed, in relation to Free 
Masonry. 

It is true that I have been a Mason a great number 
years, and that 1 have held very high Masonic offices 


and honors. It is equally true that I have for a long 
time ceased to have any connexion with the institution, 
because, I have believed, and do now believe. it is pro- 
ductive of much more evil than good. It is also true 
that I have on no fit occasion hesitated to express this 
sentiment. 


I would not do any thing inconsistent with any obli- 
gation I may have, however inconsiderately, assumed. 
But I know nothing of Masonry to render it so horrible 
as it would be in my estimation, if it obliged me to be 
silent when I thought its influences were pernicious. It 
would be detestable if it did not leave me at liberty to 
warn others from following my example in becoming a 
member of an institution, of which from its very na- 
ture, I must have been ignorant until I was initiated, 
and, of which, a just estimate can only be formed from 
experience. 

I shall disclose none of the secrets of Masonry, (if 
it now has any secrets,) nor shall I say any thing 
inconsistent with what is due to the eminent living, and 
illustrious dead, whose names are recorded as members 
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of the fraternity. I have had a just pride in being asso- 
ciated with many of these, and now feel that I make a 
sacrifice in pursuing a course which may separate me 
from men, for whose pure motives and righteous princi- 
ples, I shall never cease to entertain the most profound 
respect. 

Discussions and expositions of the principles of Ma- 
sonry, of its origin, its religion, its morals, and its sci- 
ence, have not been considered as betraying any obli- 
gation; but on the contrary, have been sanctioned by 
the highest Masonic authority. It is true that, till of 
late, Masonry has always been a theme of panegyric ; 
but if the advocates of the institution are free to speak 
of its merits, it cannot be a violation of duty in those 
who hold different opinions, to express them with be- 
coming respect and deference. 

I desire that it should be understood, that the senti- 
ments I now entertain on this subject, do not result 
from the alleged murder of Morgan. It is true this hor- 
rible event has induced me to think more, and more se- 
riously, than [ should otherwise have done, of the so- 
ciety ; but I have long entertained my present opinion, 
that 7 man who would eschew all evil, should not be a Free 
Mason. Perhaps I cannot give a stronger evidence 
that this is not an opinion recently formed than to men- 
tion that my son, by my advice, has never joined the 
fraternity. 

I cannot mention the deplorable event to which I have 
referred, without exculpating, so far as any thing I 
can say will do it, the Masonic fraternity from any par- 
ticipation in that outrage. For a long time I did not 
believe that Morgan had been put to death. But I find 
myself obliged to yield to the ferce of evidence. I yet 
entertain the most entire confidence that the fraternity 
did not participate in this crime. On the contrary, I 
do not doubt but that all the guilt of that transaction, is 
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confined to those infatuated men who assailed and slew 
him. The rest of the craft, 1am entirely convinced, 
are as innocent of the blood of MorganasIam. If 
fully believe that they hold the perpetrators in just ab- 
horrence ; they would rejoice if the guilty were discov- 
ered, and would aid in bringing the murderers to con- 
dign punishment. 

I do not believe that those who committed this crime, 
had any intention to take the man’s life when they first 
assailed him. Under the influence of an enthusiasm 
which the forms and mysteries of Masonry are so like- 
ly to excite in weak minds, they thought it would be 
meritorious to inflict some punishment for what they 
considered his delinquency. But they proceeded from 
step to step, until they found they had involved them- 
selves in a responsibility that would be ruinous, if Mor- 
gan should be left to call them to account. A frantic 
interpretation of their Masonic obligations, and their 
fears, assisted, probably, by corporal stimulants, led 
them to stain their hands with the blood of their victim. 

If these conjectures be well founded, however little 
they will extenuate the crime of the murderers, the 
proof of s»ch facts, would exonerate the great body of 
the craft from any participation in the guilt. But an 
institution, the forms, or obligations, or mysteries of 
which, can be so perverted, or so misunderstood, even 
by the weakest minds, as to induce a belief, that it may 
be meritorious to murder an apostate brother, no good 
man, on due consideration and reflection, can think de- 
serving of his countenance and support. 

If it be asked, what are the advantages of Masonry ? 
It seems to me the answer may be given in these very 
few words: It often, by its charity, relieves the dis- 
tressed. But at what an enormous expense is this char- 
ity dispensed? When all the machinery of lodges, 
grand lodges, chapters, encampments, councils, visiters, 
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&c. &c. is taken into consideration, it must be obvious, 
that the charitable contributions of Masons are but tri- 
fles in comparison with the sums devoted to these ob- 
jects. It may be doubted, whether all that has ever 
been applied to the charitable funds of the institution, 
would equal a hundredth part, perhaps I might say a 
thousandth part, of what has been expended by Masons, 
for their temples and their decorations, for personal 
trappings, for jewelry, for funerals, for processions, for 
festivals, and in the conviviality so inseparable from the 
meetings of the fraternity. ¢ 

Let it be admitted, however, that the institution does 
relieve the poor and distressed to the greatest extent. 
Are the secrecy and the ceremonies of Masonry neces- 
sary for the exercise of any virtue? Is it necessary 
that any set of men to be charitable, should do their 
deeds by night, in hidden places? That they should, 
by awful ceremonies, establish a relationship among 
themselves, which many of them believe imposes duties 
and obligations in reference to each other, different 
from those by which they are bound to the rest of man- 
kind? Many of the fraternity feel themselves obliged, 
in whatever situation they may be placed, to suffer an 
appeal from a brother mason to have an influence.— 
Offenders have persuaded themselves they could claim 
an exemption from punishment as Masons; and even 
at the bar of a court of justice, a criminal has thought 
he secured impunity by revealing to the judge, who 
was about to pronounce his sentence, their Masonic re- 
lationship. 


If Masonry separates the members of the craft from. 
their fellow-citizens ; if Masons are led to believe that 
their duty towards each other is different from what it 
is to the members of the community not connected 
with them ; if a Mason is bound to shield another from 
the general operation of the laws, or if he be subjected 
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to any penalties beyond those denounced by the leg- 
islature ; nay, if even a feeble minded man is made to 
believe that by becoming a Mason, he enlists in an iso- 
lated corps, the members of which may claim privileges 
through their brethren, and must perform duties which 
do not belong to other citizens, it cannot be a fit insti- 
tution in our country, where no man in the discharge of 
his duties to the community, should act from fear, favor, 
or affection. 

It is often alleged that Masonry engenders and cher- 
ishes the social affections, by bringing men together 
with kindly feelings towards each other. It is not to 
be doubted but that a well regulated social intercourse 
has a beneficial influence on the disposition and char- 
acter of mankind. But again, it must be asked, 
why is the secrecy, the parade, and the obligations 
of Masonry necessary, if their objects be so vir- 
tuous? It is to be feared, however, that these meet- 
ings have not always a happy influence. Admitting 
that the utmost decorum and propriety are observed, 
while a lodge is open, yet the craft seldom separate 
without refreshment; and it often happens that more 
is taken than is necessary to repair the exhaustion of 
their labors, and too frequently, more than is consistent 
with temperance. 

Attendance upon lodges sometimes leads to habits 
which are inimical to the prosperity and happiness of 
the members and their families. Every meeting of a 
lodge is attended by visitors, and as there are general- 
_ ly, even in the country, several lodges within the com- 
pass of ten or twenty miles, opportunities for these visit- 
ations frequently occur. Often the habit of making 
them renders a man, who would otherwise have been 
content with his own fireside, impatient at home, and 
desirous to exchange for the exeitement of a Masonic 
banquet, those enjoyments of his domestic circle with 
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which he would have been perfectly content had it not 
been for the seductions of the craft. 

Did I know of any other advantage than these two, 
charity and the cultivatron of social dispositions, which 
any rational man at this day, imputes to Masonry, I 
would not fail tu mention it. 

But, it is to be objected to Masonry, not only that no 
good comes of it, but that it is productive of positive evils. 
To some of these I have already adverted, and will no- 
tice others which have presented themselves very forci- 
bly to my mind, and I may say, to my conscience. 

If Masonry is arrogant and impious in her preten- 
sions, and delusive in her promises, surely she deserves 
to be discountenanced. If she claim to be co-eval 
with the world, and to be of Divine origin, when in 
truth she is but as of yesterday, and springs from the 
dust of the earth, what obligation can there be that 
should induce any man to hesitate to speak of her ac- 
cording to her demerits ? 

That operative or practical Masonry was one of the 
earliest arts practiced by mankind, is very probable. 
We may suppose that Masons, as well as other trades, 
very soon formed themselves into separate societies, 
and adopted regulations, the better to establish and se- 
cure their interests. The employment of Masons na- 
turally brought them, as builders and architects, more 
than the members of any other trade, in contact with 
the wealthier and higher orders of society. Men, as dis- 
tinguished for their science as for their rank, were placed 
at the head of congregations of operative Masons. It 
then became an honor to be an associate of these bodies. 
Members were admitted who were not operatives.— 
These soon ehanged the nature of the institution by 
which they had been adopted, or as their term is,accepted; 
and, instead of the objects of the assemblies of Masons 
being operative Masonry, they were converted to lodges 
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of speculative Masons, in which the tools and instru- 
ments of the former humble trade were retained to be 
transmuted into symbols of all the virtues and duties of 
mankind. 

No man, at this day, who has taken the least pains 
to examine the subject, can doubt that this is the ori- 
gin of Free Masonry, or that the change from opera- 
tive to speculative Masonry took place in very modern 
times. The Masonic Society has no more pretence to 
a Divine origin, than the societies of stationers, butch- 
ers, bakers, carpenters, or any other trade. These, for 
ages, have had, like operative Masons, their assem- 
blies, in which their worshipful masters and wardens 
have presided; but they have been left in obscurity 
because their occupations did not bring them in famil- 
iar intercourse with men of wealth and power. 

The first three degrees of Masonry, when traced 
back to the actual labors of the craft, may claim some 
sort of antiquity; but as to all the numerous grades 
above these, (I think to the number of fifty,) they are 
of very modern invention, and are but the contrivances 
of ambitious or artful men to gratify their own vanity, 
or to obtain money from the vanity and folly of others. 
They have raked from the bigotry and chivalry of the 
dark ages of the old world, the names of certain orders, 
which never had any connexion with ancient Masonry. 
These modern institutions are no more branches of the 
Masonic system, than they are of the orders, whose 
titles they assume. 

The pretence that Masons are possessed of any pe- 
culiar knowledge, is as fallacious as their claim toa 
supernatural and anti-deluvian origin. But if they pos- 
sess all that they pretend to have, of what advantage is 
it to themselves or to mankind? Suppose some cabalis- 
tic words have been preserved and transmitted by Ma- 
sons through ages, and that the fables they recite were 
true histories, how would it benefit themselves or thei- 
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fellow men? The world must again be covered with 
that darkness which excluded all moral and scientific 
light, before such knowledge can be of any use even to 
the possessors. 

But it is pretended that lodges are schools of the mor- 
al and physical sciences, and instruction in these is prom- 
ised to those who join the fraternity. I have never 
heard of any attempt to impart any other moral in- 
struction than that which could be conveyed by precepts 
like these: That Masons must live within the com- 
pass ; walk upright as the plumb; must deal on the 
square, and other such mystical advice. Astothe sciences, 
the whole scope of instruction goes no further than fre- 
quently to remind the brethren that, the sun rises in 
the east and sets in the west, and rules the day, and 
that the moon rules the night. 

That we may be in no danger of violating the secrets 
of Masonry, of having our judgments biased by the an- 
tiquity it claims, or by respect for the many great and 
good men whose names are on the list of its votaries, 
let us for a moment put it out of view, and suppose that 
it were now proposed to establish a society, which, with 
awful solemnities, and dreadful denunciations, should 
impose secrecy on its members. ; that they should sep- 
arate themselves from the rest of mankind, and estab- 
lish an intelligence by which they could, under any cir- 
cumstances, make themselves known to each other ; that 
the duties of the members, in regard to themselves, 
should be incompatible with the general order of socie- 
ty; that when a member of the association should make 
himself known to another, he might look to that other 
for special favor, whether it was to be dispensed atthe 
polls of an election, from the jury-box, or from the 
bench. Suppose that the members of this association 


were bound to screen each other, as far as in their pow- 
Vol. I. 6—2 
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er, from all evil, by concealment; or by more active ex- 
ertions, to relieve them from all dangers and difficult- 
ies, however they might arise from demerit. Let us 
suppose that all these obligations were to be imposed 
with awful religious ceremenies, and with sanguinary 
and horrible penalties, of which each member should con- 
sider himself pledged to be the executor. We may sup- 
pose this institution to have many grades, and that, at 
every advance, there are new ceremonies, new oaths, 
and new penalties, the higher differing from the lowest, 
only in grossness of absurdity, and impiety of impreca- 
tions. That the members of this new institution, deco- 
rated themselves with the trappings of royalty, and be- 
stowed on each other sacerdotal, aristocratic, and even 
royal titles. If such a society were now to be proposed, 
who would hesitate to say that it would be profane, and 
inconsistent with our religious, moral, social, and politi- 
cal institutions. One of the most serious objections 
which might be urged to such an institution, would be 
ite frequent administration of oaths. There would be 
danger that even these obligations, however solemnly 
imposed, would become so familiar as to be little re- 
garded; and the simple adjurations of a court of just- 
tice, administered with the least possible ceremony, 
would appear, when compared with the awful ceremo- 
nies of the society, to deserve but slight consideration. 
If the supposed oath imposed obligations which could 
not be fulfilled without a violation of the duties of a 
citizen, and indeed without crime, every honest man 
would shrink from the literal interpretation of it, and 
would find a refuge in construing it so as to reconcile 
it to his conscience; rejecting such parts as he did 
not find acceptable. Oaths, with which there must be 
so much tampering, could not but have a pernicious ef- 
féct on society. But these effects would be still more 
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deplorable, were the oaths to be observed according to 
their letter. 

Masonry disclaims all interference in political mat- 
ters. If, in this country, she has taken any part in the 
contentions of politicians, it has only been of late.— 
While I was connected with the society, I had every 
reason to believe that she observed the forbearance she 
avows. But it must be obvious, that the whole machi- 
nery of the institution is peculiarly adapted to political 
intrigue; and though, in our country, its influence may 
not have been perceived by any party yet we see that 
in a sister republic, so far from its being considered the 
duty of the fraternity to keep apart from politics, the 
parties whose dissentions distract the commonwealth, 
are arranged under different Masonic denominations.— 
Scotch Masons, and York Masons, in that country, no 
less designate Masons of different sects, than they da 
partizans of different politics. If lodges may be con- 
verted into secret political clubs, they ought to be fear- 
ed in a free country. 

It has often occurred to me as a little extraordinary, 
that in this republican country of ours, where we claim 
to be such pure Democrats, there should be manifested 
in those who become Masons, such a passion for finery, 
pageantry, dignities, and titles. One who affects to 
despise the blue or red ribband, the star and garter of 
an English lord, or the coronet of a foreign prince, 
clothes himself with the utmost complacency, in all the 
colors of the rainbow, and decorates himself with as 
many jewels and medals, as are worn by an Indian 
chief. He expects from the fellows of his community, 
to be addressed by the titles of Worshipful, Most Wor- 
shipful, Excellent, Most Excellent, Illustrious, and: Most 
Illustrious, with as much certainty as the greatest despot 
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in the world requires from his slaves a recognition of 
the rank he assumes. We see from the Masonic noti- 
ces daily published in our papers, that Knight, Prince, 
and even King, are familiar titles, by which those to 
whom they belong are always addressed by their bre- 
thren in their assemblies. ‘‘'To his Most Illustrious 
Highness, Prince of the Royal Secret of the thirty-third 
degree,” is a title which emblazons the name of many 
a good republican in this community. Foreigners must 
think we are not less fond of the show, and trappings, 
and titles of aristocracy and royalty, than any other 
people, when they see that we are so eager to adopt 
them, in the only way tolerated by our political con- 
stitutions. 

It is true there is something of equality in this, inas- 
much as every man, of every grade, and every com- 
plexion, may be invested with all the finery, and the 
magnificent titles of the order. All others, however, 
are rivalled by the splendor of the Black Lodges of 
this city, headed by their Respectable and Worshipful 
Masters. 

I have known many persons whose brains have been 
turned by their elevation from humble occupations to 
royal titles and imaginary thrones. Indeed I have 
never known a very great Mason, who was not a very 
great fool. I beg to be understood. Ido not mean by 
very great Masons, those who have stood highest in the 
estimation of the craft, and who have attained the 
highest Masonic honors. I do not forget that the 
names of Washington, Clinton, Warren, La Fayette, 
Franklin, Robert R. Livingston, Jackson, and Marshal, 
are justly the boast of the fraternity ; nor is it possible 
that I should ever forget that I have seen many vene- 
rated Clergymen, sanctifying by their presence and 
their. prayers, the labors, as well as the refreshments of 
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a lodge. But I mean by great Masons, those who are 
proud of their pompous titles; who are fond of decor- 
ations; who persuade themselves that the affairs of 
the world turn upon Masonry; that without it, so- 
ciety could hardly exist, or if it did, would be depri- 
ved of its fairest ornament, and most beneficial arrange- 
ment. 

It may be asked, how it happens that I should have 
been so long a Mason and not until this time expressed 
my disapprobation of the institution. It is true, it is 
nearly forty years since I became a member of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, but I began to question its utility long 
ago. It must be fifteen or twenty years since I belong- 
ed to any lodge, and some eight or ten years that I 
have not been within the walls of a lodge room. Dur- 
ing this time, I have not hesitated to express opinions 
in accordance with what I have now written. 

When I was hardly twenty-one years of age, I was 
initiated in a lodge in New-York, which was distin- 
guished for the respectability of its members. All of 
these I knew must have submitted to whatever would 
be required of me. My confidence, that they would 
net have done any thing wrong, induced me to pass 
through the required forms with very little—too little 
consideration. A like deference for the example of 
others, led me from step to step, with the same incon- 
siderateness. It was not till the buoyancy of youth had 
passed, that I began to see the vanity and folly, and, as 
I thought, the evil tendency of Masonry. Morgan’s 
fate has, I acknowledge, strengthened the unfavorable 
impressions I entertained previously to his murder.— 
Since that event, I have thought the institution not 
only idle and useless, but this horrible catastrophe has 
evinced that its mysteries may engender infatuation 
that will stop at no crime. Since that event, I 
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have believed it would be a relinquishment of a duty 
I owed to society, if I suffered my respect for those 
venerated men who have left the world to believe that 
Masonry was approved by them, prevent me from ex- 
pressing the convictions of my own mind of its merits. 
The example of the many who have stood as high in 
the ranks of Masonry as in the estimation of the world, 
would have induced me to have buried my own thoughts 
in silence. I should have been awed by their opinions 
could I be sure that these patrons, of whom Masonry 
so justly boasts, deliberately examined the merits of 
the institution; but when I reflect how many years 
of my life were passed before I gave the subject due 
consideration, 1 cannot but suppose that they, like my- 
self, for a long time, may have been content to rest on 
the example of their predecessors, and that they have 
left their successors free to express their opinions.— 
If these are unfavorble to Masonry, no one can say that 
they are in opposition to what would have been the de- 
liberate judgment of the persons whose great examples 
are considered of such authority. 

Iam happy that the letter I have had the honor to 
receive from you, affords me an opportunity to express, 
in such a manner as I presume will give them publicity, 
my sentiments on this subject. I have reason to be- 
lieve they are in accordance with those of many good 
and respectable men who are Masons ; and who, I hope, 
will not by their silence, suffer their example in becom- 
ing Masons to have an undue influence. I come for- 
ward the more readily at this moment, when I think no 
party, or unworthy motive can be imputed to me ; when 
the excitement occasioned by the murder of Morgan, has 
subsided into a just abhorrence of the guilty; and 
when the question is not whether every Mason is not a 
bad man, but whether Masonry is not a bad institution. 
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I believe that it does no good that might not be accom- 
plished by far better means. Its secrécy and extensive 
combinations are dangerous. Its titles and trappings 
are vain, foolish, and inconsistent with our republican 
institutions. Its pretensions are absurd, fallacious and 
impious ; and its ceremonies and nysteries are pro- 
fane, and lead many to believe that they impose obliga- 
tions paramount to the laws. However limited the in- 
fluence of my opinions might be, I should be sorry to 
end my life, leaving it to be believed that I had lived 
and died the advocate of an institution of which I en-. 
tertained such views. 


Having, agreeably to your request, freely expressed 
myself on the subject to which your letter refers, I 
have only to add, Gentlemen, assurances-of the respect 


with which I have the honcr to be, 
Your Obedient Humble Servant, 
CADWALLADER D. COLDEN. 
Cot. Ricu’p VaRICckK, 
SAMUEL Sr. Jonn, Esa. Committee, &c. 
Tuomas FEssENDEN, Esa. 
New-York, May 4, 1829. 
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REVIEW ‘OF DR. DALCHO'’S ORATIONS. 
CIRCULAR OF THE PUISSANT SOVEREIGNS. 
Continued from p. 158. 


The Grand Commander of the same fraternity im 
France, will next claim our attention, with his Grand 
Fellow-office bearers. 


This man, Phillip Louis Joseph, Duke of Chartres, 
and afterward better known as Duke of Orleans and 
Mons. Egalite, was one of the wickedest contrivers, 
meanest promoters, and worthiest victims of that moral 
earthquake, the French Revolution. Many might be 
pardoned, be praised for enterprizing a great political 
reform in the despotic government of France; but not 
the Duke of Orleans. His designs were ambitious as 
his motives were revengeful. Having been scorned in 
an insult offered to the innocent Queen Antoinette, in 
which Orleans, played not the part of Joseph; and 
being angered with the King for neglect, he deter- 
mined to sacrifice both, with the hope of succeeding 
himself to the government. (Russel’s Mod. Europe, 
Part 3d, Let. 8,) 


For this purpose, he associated with the Masons, and 
with the party who sought to destroy Christianity. He 
was one of the founders of the Lodge in Paris, which 
afterward became the celebrated Jacobin Club. (Rob- 
ison’s Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 45.) He was Grand 
Master of the Lodge at Lyons, Chevaliers Bienfaisants, 
for many years distinguished above all the Lodges in 
France, for its anti-Christian efforts, and ccosmopoliti- 
cal discourses and opinions : a man, who “ wasted his 
finances in the encouragement of faction, and the sub- 
version of social order. He was prodigal without gen- 
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erosity, splendidly ostentatious without dignity, and 
sensual without taste. Bold in vice and daring in fac- 
tion, he yet was destitute of that personal courage for 
which the nobles of France were long renowned.”— 
(Russ. Mod. Eu. Part 3, Let. 8.) 

He lived to give his vote for the death of his King 
and his Cousin. ‘“ When the Duke of Orleans, who 
sat asa member of the Convention under the abused 
name of Citizen L’ Egalite, (Equality,) when this base 
Prince was asked his vote, there was a deep pause ; 
and when the answer proved death, a momentary hor- 
ror electrified the audience.” (Scott’s Napoleon, Chap. 
13.) This was in the month of March, and in Octo- 
ber, the Queen was borne with shouts to the scaffold, 
and in November, Mons. Egalite, himself, endured 
‘“‘the scoffs and insults of the multitude without emo- 
tion, and evinced in his last moments, a degree of 
courage which few thought him capable of displaying.” 
(Russ. Mod. Eu. Part 3, Let. 12.) 

Such was the Grand Commander of Free Masonry 
in France, a worthy associate of the Prussian Freder- 
rick, and pupil of Voltaire. Cardinal Prince de Rohan, 
‘* Master of the Grand Intelligence Lodge, and Sover- 
eign Prince of Masonry,” next claims our attention. 
He is the same, no doubt, who was “a creature 4f 
Madame Du Barri, (the shameless companion of the 
15th and dissolute Louis,) whose supposed inatention 
to the duties of his station, and imputed war of pen- 
etration, exposed him to public. ridicule an¢ censure.” 
(Russel’s Mod. Europe, Part 3d, Let. 1.) He is men- 
tioned by Barruel, as one of the Prela*s, favoring the 
Encyclopedists, the men whose watchword was “ crush 
the wretch.” 

** Duc de Choiseul, Rt. Wor. Mas. of the Lodge of 


the Children of Glory, Grand Elect; Perfect, Master- 
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Knight, and Prince of Masons, &c.” (Circular of Sub- 
lime Sovereigns. Dalcho’s Orations, p. 70.) 

** He was bold, ambitious, and enterprizing ; eager to 
aggrandize France, even in defiance of justice and hu- 
manity ; prodigal in his administration, (he was prime 
minister,) and not sufficiently regardful of the accom- 
modation, or welfare of the people.” (Rus. Mod. Eu. 
Part. 3d, Let. 1.) 

The Duke of Choiseul, during the whole time of his 
power, was the faithful adept, and admirer of Voltaire, 
who says to his fellow-conspirator, D’ Alembert, Let. 
No. 68, 1760: ‘ Do not fear opposition from the Duke 
of Choiseul; I repeat it, [ do not mislead you: he will 
be proud of serving you.” (Bar. vol. 1. p. 46.) 

He aided the distribution and circulation of their anti- 
Christian works, and received therefor in a letter from 
Voltaire to Marmontel, 1767, this damnatory praise: 
**Long live the Ministers of France; above all, long 
live the Duke of Choiseul.” (Bar. vol. 1, p. 84.) 

Such are the four principal and leading men, among 
those named by our Sublime Sovereigns, Grand Digna- 
tories of Free Masonry. The names of the others, I 
cannot find in the histories within my command. They 
are of less note, or are unknown; but arguing, as it is 
rizht to do, the character of the body from its head, the 

inf»! king of Russia; and the character of its works 
from ¥s unprincipled hands, the Duke of Orleans, and 
the Duk. of Choisenl, what must the body be? La 
Corne, Darhertain, Topin, &c. &c. &c.? These are 
the men, wh: were, (if the Sublime Sovereigns are to 
believed) instrumental of establishing Sublime Ma- 
sonry among us; which is all otie as Christianity: 

*‘founded on Evangelical truth;” accordimg to the 

Grand Chapter of New-York, and Mr. Town. What 
a wonder! Now Judas has become a preacher of faith- 
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fulness! This time he kisses his Master with sincerity ! 


Sorry I am for his sincerity, that he should still prefer 
secrecy and the midnight hour, for the display of his 
affection and fidelity; that he should come, too, from a 
conspiracy, not less distinguished for their hatred of 
the Gospel, than the Chief Priests and Sanhedrim 
were for their envy of the Lord of Glory. 


‘‘ But, my candid reviewer, do you believe the Sublime 
Masons of our country are a conspiracy to execute the 
infernal machinations of Voltaire, of Frederick, and of 
Orleans?” Iknow no more of that than'the querist. 
But this I know, that the source whence Sublime Free 
Masonry comes is most foul and unchristian, upon the 
authority of its highest functionaries in America, the 
puissant Sovereigns of Charleston, S.C. And that it 
was introduced among us by Jews, and -first sheltered 
in this free country by Jews; fit instruments of the an- 
ti-christian wickedness of Voltaire. Moreover, the au- 
thentic revelation of the Sublime degrees has been 
made in solemn form at Le Roy, N. Y. and confirmed 
by independent witnesses in distant sections of our coun- 
try, to the summit of the encampments of Knights 
Templars; and all the oaths and ceremonies, rites and 
doctrines, are of a character to suit the enmity to Christ 
discovered in its origin. Disciple of the Lord, hearken 
tome! You, my friends, both in the East and in the 
West, with whom I have taken sweet counsel, and 
walked to the house of God in company, hear and con- 
sider! The degrees of Free Masonry above the de- 
gree of Master Mason, came to this country from a 
company of Voltaire’s associates, by the hand of the 
sons of those, who in their madness exclaimed ; “ his 
blood be upon us and upon our children!” Jews, also 
received it here, and passed it down to you. And as 
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revealed, it contains both the guile and the venom of 
the old Serpent. 
You know the mysteries of the upper degrees by the 


hearing of the ear; I know them as they are inseri- 


bed in fair legible type upon the page, and by a legible 
hand in manuscript. They are full of impiety, under 
cover of Christian doctrine ; they are the true Satan, 
arrayed as an angel of light. 

In view of these things, the Sublime Masons of our 
country, are the abettors of infidelity; the efficient 
friends of the French philosophy, which led to the pub- 
lic conflagration of the Bible, to the abolition of the 
Sabbath day, to the annihilation of the marriage cove- 
nant, and to the public worship of Reason! 

But I honor the Sublime Masons of America. So 
far from favoring the anti-Christian efforts of these 
real philosophers, from whom your Masonry has sprung, 
you will be ready to suspect even a good thing from 
their hands; to say with the Roman poet: 


*€ Quicquid id est, timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.”’ 
You will reject, forsake, and forever abandon beth 
Free Masonry and Sublime Masonry. 





Vol. L.} ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW, 185 


HISTORY OF FREE MASONRY. 


The early history of Free Masonry, like that of 
Rome, is involved in obscurity. The conquerors of the 
world were not satisfied with the plain truth of their 
national origin. They taught that the “ Eternal City” 
was founded and first ruled by the son of Mars, whose 


name was Romulus; who was taken to the gods ina 
tempest of lightning, and became QuiRtnus, the pat- 
ron saint of the city, and one of the chief gods of Rome. 
This was lofty and sonorous, and unexceptionable, had 


it been true. 

Our modern power, which seeks, with Roman am- 
bition, to lord it over the whole habitable earth, also 
styles itself eterna/, as did Rome; deduces its origin 
from Heaven; claims the wisest man for its lawgiver ; 
and some mighty thing in the nature of the philoso- 
pher’s stone for its secret—all which is equally credible 
and as well attested as that Romulus was nursed by a 
wolf, or Jupiter was a god that could save. And the 
masonic fables are told, to cover the meanness of Free 
Masonry’s origin ; for she, too, sprung from a confedera- 
cy of lawless plunderers: and it mortifies the pride of the 
high priests, it tops the vanity of the grand masters, and 
makes the puissant sovereigns of Free Masonry to trem- 
ble for the security of their thrones, to be told that their 
boasted order, sprung from the mire of the Rosicrucians, 
and spread abroad over the face of the earth upon the li- 
centious cupidity of its speculative fathers; that it orig- 
inated within the 18th century, among men capable of 
the most atrocious falsehoods, and base enough to sell 
their reputation for money, and to barter a good con- 
science for the delusion of a lodge room ; men who sold 
Masonic charters for an appearance of mystery, but of 
a truth for gold. 


Stone Masons, in common with ninety-one other 
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crafts and trades in the city of London, have been in the 
habit for centuries, of meeting in club, for the purpose 
of improvement in the elements of their business and 
craft. Each craft has its public hall, its admission fee, 
its coat of arms, and its charity fund. The companies 
are given by name in the order of their rank, in 
Rees’ Encyclopedia, Art. Company ; and out of only 
eighteen whose form of government is particlarly men- 
tioned, sixteen are governed by a Master, two Wardens, 
and a various number of other assistants. So Free Mea- 
son’s lodges are governed ; and the titles, Worshipful, 
and Most Worshipful, now peculiar to Masonic officers, 
were common to gentlemen of the 16th and 17th cen- 
turies, as Esquire and Honorable are common at the 
present day. 

The Lord Mayor of Lond»n, at his election usually 
makes himself free; i. e. becomes a member of one of 
the twelve principal societies, if he were pot a member 
of one of them before: “for these twelve,’’ says the 
Cyclopedia, ‘‘are not only the oldest, but the richest ; 
many of them having had the honor of kings and prin- 
ces to be their members, and the apartments of their 
halls being fit to entertain a monarch.”” But Masons 
are not among the first twelve: their rank is 31, hall in 
Basing Hall-street, charter Charles 2d, 1677. Some of 
these societies meet by prescriptive right; the oldest 
charter is that of the Parish Clerks, A. D. 1233, Henry 
3d,; the Bakers, A. D. 1307, Edward 2d. Six were 
chartered in the 14th century, eighteen in the 15th cen- 
tury, twelve in the 16th century, 40, (and among them 
the Stone Masons,) inthe 17th century, and some in the 
18th century. 

Handicraft Masonry, is an ancient trade, and has 
ever received the fostering attention of distinguished 
princes. Both in France and in Scotland, the eraft 
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were allowed a peculiar jurisdiction over all disputes 
growing out of the exercise of their trade. (Lawrie’s 
History of Masonry, p. 110, and p. 297.) This was 
granted in France, A. D. 1645; and in Scotland, near 
two hundred years earlier, to real builders. 

In the rude times, when men, ignorant of chirogra- 
phy, impressed the seal of their parchments with the 
tooth in their head for their signature, it was usual for 
master Masons to give their apprentice a grip or sign, 
by which he should make himself known to ¢ny Mason 
as a regularly entered apprentice to the trade; and 
another when he had completed his apprenticeship, and 
passed to the rank of a journeyman or fellow-craft ; 
and a third, when by assiduity, experience, and skill, 
he had become himself a master of work; took build- 
ings to rear, hired fellow-crafts or journeymen, and re- 
ceived apprentices. The word, the sign, and the grip, 
in those unlettered ages, were the certificate of the 
craft to its regularly taught members ; and in Germany 
were common before Free Masonry was imported from 
England. (See. Prof. Robinson’s Proofs, p. 54.) 

Masonic historians claim the men to be Free Masons 
against whom the statute was passed in the 25th of Ed- 
ward 3d, and again in the reign of Henry 6th, forbid- 
ding them to assemble in lodges and chapters. (See 
F. M. Library, p. 25; Hardie’s Monitor, p. 20; Lawrie, 
p- 94; Encyclopdia Brittanica, Art. Masons, Sec. 62.) 
Now Edward 3d, dealt with Englishmen of that day, as 
George 3d would have dealt with Americans in his day, 
as if they had been slaves. A plague had swept away 
a fearful portion of the English population, and the scar- 
city of laborers, caused all classes of mechanics to de- 
mand an increase of wages. Edward had several cas- 
tles and magnificent edifices in building, and to make 
his money hold out, must compel the Masons and me- 
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chanics to work at the old rates. He issued such an 
ordinance, and enforced it by his sheriffs. Under that 
ordinance, Masons were returned from the several coun- 
ties of England to work on Windsor Castle, as jurors 
were returned to serve in the king’s courts. (See 
Hume’s History of England, reign of Ed. 3d.) This 
was equally agreeable to the Lords of Parliament and 
to himself, and accordingly it was enacted A. D. 1350, 
that “‘as servants, not willing after the pestilence, to 
serve without taking excessive wages, had been requi- 
red to serve in their accustomed places at the rate they 
had received in the 20th year of Edward 3d; and as it 
is given the king to understand in this present Parlia- 
ment, that the said servants have paid no regard to the 
said ordinance, but to their ease do withdraw from the 
service of great men and others, unless they have liv- 
ery and wages to the double or treble of that they were 
wont to take in the said 20th year and before, to the 
great damage of the great men, &c. be ordained and 
established the things underwritten.” 

Chap. 1. Fixes the day and year wages of Farm 
servants. 

Chap. 2. The price of threshing all sorts of corn by 
the quarter. 

Chap. 3. Prescribes the wages of several sorts of 
artificers and laborers; among whom Carpenters and 
Masons are particularly specified. 

Chap. 4. Requires artificers to make oath that they 
will use their crafts, as they did in the 20th year of the 
same Edward 3d. (See Ruffhead’s English Statutes, 
Vol. 1, p. 251.) 

Seventy-four years after the enactment of this stat- 
ute, which plainly is applicable only to handicrafts, 
Henry 6th, in Parliament at Westminster, ordained 
that ‘no confederacies and congregations shall be 
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made by Masons in their general chapters and assem- 
blies, whereby the good course and effects of the stat- 
ute of laborers, (25th Ed. 3d,) are violated and bro- 
ken, in subversion of law; and if any be, they that 
cause such chapters and congregations to be assembled 
and holden, shall be adjudged felons.”” Coke’s 3d Ins. 
p- 99. 

The common pretence of Free Masons, that these 
statutes were levelled particularly against their mystic 
order, by the influence of bigoted priests, because the 
secret was not betrayed in the office of auricular con- 
fession, is too shallow, after once reading these statutes, 
to cover the nakedness of the falsehood, or to conceal 
the evident duplicity of its first publishers. But one 
thing these statutes conclusively shew with the aid of 
Masonic historians, viz.—tliat in the reign of Ed. 3d 
and Henry 6th, there were no Free Masons in England, 
but stone Masons; who met in general chapters and 
assemblies, not to cultivate the knowledge of a won- 
derful mystery, but to impede the execution of the 
laws, and to violate the statutes of their country. 

With this view faithful history fully concurs. That 
a society claiming the glories of Free Masonry should 
have existed for ages unnoticed by any writer, noble or 
contemptible, foolish or learned, is wholly incredible, 
and unworthy of belief. The Puritans and the Presby- 
terians, the Cabalists and the Rosicrusians, the Gyp- 
sies and the Necromancers, the Alchymists and the 
Jesuists, are each liberally noticed in the works of 
various authors during the 16th and 17th centuries ; 
but Free Masonry has not so much as a name, until the 
1th century. To any historical scholar, this: alone is 
enough. We read of the Fraternitas lathomorum, or 
company of bricklayers; but it requires not a lawyer 


to discern, that these are the men against whom the 
Vol. I. 6—4 
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statute of laborers was directed, in the 25th year of 
Edward 3d, and are not the men who have at this day 
in their lodges the language of Eden, and the myste- 
ries of the Antedilavian world. This is irresistible 
truth, and I challenge any man to turn its edge, or to 
break its point, or to shew one particle of evidence to 
the contrary, except it proceed from the vainglorious 
boastings of the mystic order itself, which is not evi- 
dence, the witness being confessedly interested, and 
standing publicly convicted of shameless duplicity and 
of atrocious falsehood. See Hlustrations of Masonry by 
Wa. Moraav, compared with the standard works and 
authorised pretensions of the order. 

Of the same tenor is the fact, that Papacy and Free 
Masonry cannet dwe!] together in peace ; but we hear 
not a word of their disagreement, until the 18th centu- 
tury. Certainly Papacy is older than 100 years; and 
if Free Masonry be much above that, how did it pre- 
viously escape a conflict which has never ceased since 
first it commenced, A. D. 1730 to’40? The canons of 
the church require ull and free confession to the priests 
from all good Cathuiies. The oaths of Free Masonry 
require absolute secrecy upon the transactions of the 
brethren from every good Mason. Now, these canons 
and oaths no where abide together without discord and 
a deprivation of church privileges, and they never could 
harmonize for one moment. Therefore, the time when 
they first fell out and contradicted each other, must 
have been near the beginning of one, or both of them. 
That time is determined by the Bull of the Pope, 
1738, 1739. Wring and twist the brother Mason may, 
but there is no escape; the date is correctly stated, 
seventeen hundred thirty-eight, issued by Clement 12th. 
(See Lawrie’s Hist. Mas. p. 122; Ency. Brit. Art. Ma- 
sonry, last edition.) 
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What has been said is proof, not only that the ac- 
count which Free Masonry gives of itself, is erronecus, 
but grossly erroneous ; not only that the order was not 
organized by Solomon and patronized by St. John, but 
that it had no existence even in the days of Edward 34d, 
and of Henry 6th of England. The question becomes 
interesting, whence did it originate ? and who first pro- 
mulgated its falsehoods ? 

Tie Rosicrusian mania sprung up in Germany, A. D. 
1610, nearly ; and overspread Christendom. This puff of 
indefinable extravagance originated from the writings of 
Jobu Valentine Andrea, a celebrated Theologian of Wir- 
temberg ; (see Lon ‘on Mag. 1824, Vol. 9, p. 143,)— 
who amused himself with tales of spiritual wonder and 
mystical zlory, as a literary hoax, in the style of Mun- 
chausen’s wonderful adventures in his memoirs. The vi- 
sionary minds of that day took his work in earnest. They 
claimed, in general, for the rosy cross philosophy, what- 
ever is now particularly claimed for Free Masonry, a 
heavenly origin, a magic influence, a wonderful secret, 
and unbounded excellence. The universal medicine and 
the philosopher’s stone, were gravely professed for the 
glory of its mystical laboratory ; and to so great a pitch 
















of extravagance did its vain professors run, that modern : 
Free Masons are sober men in the comparison. This 
folly was greatly admired in England by some men of a 
strange fancy, and of ereat learning; and by others 
publicly professing the black art. Among the former, 
the name of Elias Ashmole, the Antiquary, stands con- 
spicuous ; and among the latter, Wm. Lilly, the Astrol- 
oger ; and somewhere between them, is Robert Fludd. 
This Ashmole, is greatly accounted of as a brother 
by Masonic historians, and is the first accepted Free 
M ison claimed by professor Robison. Ashmole says he 
was ‘elected’ in Mason’s Hall, Basing Hall-street, A. 
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D. 1646. (See Biog. Brit.) This is the Hall of the 
London Company of Stone Masons, chartered 1677, 
31 years after Ashmole’s admission into its livery, and 
remaining to this day, as it ever has been, in the posses- 
sion of the Stone Masons; a society distinct from, and 
independent of the modern Free Masons. And it is 
evident that Ashmole was only made free of the Mason’s 
Compuny as his friend Lilly was made free of the Salters 
Company, and as the Lord Mayor is usually made free 
of some one of the 12 principal Companies of tradesmen 
or mechanics in the city of London; and that Ashmole 
was not initiated, passed, and raised to the Sublime de- 
gree of Master Mason, as in a modern Lodge of Free 
Masons. Therefore we think the record must be wrong, 
which makes Ashmole a Free Mason of the modern type. 

It is an undeniable fact that the conceited mystery of 

the Rosicruciaus, and their vainglorious pretences to ev- 
ery thing good and great and magical, or holy, are united 
withthe emblems & working tools of a handicraft mason, 
the compasses and level and square and leather apron, 
to form that lying wonder of the 19th century which is 
commonly called Freemasonry. This union did not take 
place in one day; nor until the false philosophy of the 
Rosicrucians fell into merited disgrace, and the sect ran 
out. Ashmole died A. D. 1692, and with him the last cf 
the rosy cross philosophers ; but the spirit of this order, 
after lingering a few years among men of less note, 
passed by a species of metempsychosis, into a new body, 
the company of masons, with whom it first appears in 
the early part of the 18th century. 

When Ashmole died, 1692, Sir Christopher Wren 
was at the head of the English architects, holding the 
office of Deputy Surveyor of the king’s buildings: in 
1698 he was made by William III. Surveyor General 
of the public works: and in 1714 to 1718, for political 
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considerations, he was removed from office by George I. 
All masonic historians call Sir Christopher Wren Dep- 
uty Grand Master, at the time when he was Deputy Sur- 
veyor, and Grand Master of the Freemasons, at the time 
when he was Surveyor General to the throne. But in 
doing this they make a very short rope to hang them- 
selves; for by their own showing the first Grand Lodge 
was formed in 1717 ;* then, how could Sir Christopher 
Wren be Grand Master in 1698, nineteen years before 
there was a Grand Lodge ? 

During this period the Rosicrusian pretensions were 
seeking, like a troubled spirit, for some resting place.— 
The age is one of the most extravagant speculation: 
and moved witha strange desire of fame and money 


and conviviality, four companies of STONE MASONS, who 
were left of those that had been associated in building 


the proud edifices of London after the fire of 1666, met, 
the lodge that had worked on St. Paul’s Church, being 
at the head, and formed the Grand Lodge of London, in 
February, and elected their officers June 24th, A. D. 
1717. With a view to fill up their ranks, and to in- 
crease their consequence, they voted to accept men of 
other trades and professions, as members of the society. 
(Vide Preston, Smith, Lawrie, Hardie, Tannehill, et 
alias, particularly the Ahiman Rezon of Lawrence Der- 
mott, quoted in the 4th No. of the A. M. Review and 
Magazine.) Three years they struggled, accommoda- 
ting the Rosicrucian pret nsions to the emblems of a 
handicrs..t mason ; and then, ‘n 1720, burnt their papers 
for the benefit of the mystery. (See all the above wri- 
ters.) They give out that this bonfire was made “ by 
some too scrupulous brethren,” who feared that the se- 
crets of Masonry would be exposed in the Book of Con- 


_* See any masonic history of that year: Preston, Dermott, Law- 
wie, et alias. 
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stitutions about to be published ; but the smoke of that 
fire was not thick enough to envelope the origin of their 
mystic order in impenetrable obscurity. No doubt they 
hoped by burning their pretended parchments, to de- 
stroy all evidence disproving their claim to immemorial 
customs and imprescriptible rights, which claim was ina 
course of preparation for the public in the dreaded Book 
of Constitutions. Afte: three years more, the volume 
came forth from the hands of Anderson and Desaguil- 
liers, or Desaguliers, and blowed the first strain of ma- 
sonic vainglory and unearthly mystery, which is heard 
from any book or printed treatise ! 


Anderson and Desaguilliers, a Scotchman and a 
Frenchman, in London, were the men who first publish- 


ed to the world, the high pretensions of Free Masonry ; 
men of a low character, and of (a base spirit, whose 
Book of Constitutions of Masonry, was ushered from 
the press, A. D. 1723, and is hardly older than our 
grand-fathers! (See Robison’s Proofs of a Conspiracy, 
p- 19, and p. 60; Lawrie, p. 92.) This Volume of 
mock Constitutions, is the basis of all Masonic history, 
and its delusive statements have been servilely copied 
and greatly magnified, until the mystic wonder has 
grown beyond the size and power of the fabled monsters 
of antiquity. 

Now the false spirit of the rosy cross philosophy was 
fairly embodied with the emblems of a mechanics socie- 
ty ; and was brought forth by the Book of Constitutions 
in the form of Freemasonry. From the time of its birth 
the lying wonder began to run to and fro in the earth, 
wherever British commerce could convey it; and char- 
ters for holding masonic lodges were everywhere sold 
at a cash price, and an annual stipend, by the Grand 
Lodge of London. To that Grand Lodge the inhabit- 
ants of most parts of continental Europe, of the East 
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and West Indies, of Africa and of America, paid an an- 
nual tribute for the right to confer the three degrees of 
Morgan’s Free Masonry! The date and Grand Master 
who issued the warrant, are carefully recorded, in Pres- 
ton, Smith, Tannehill, and others, for holding lodges in all 
quarters of the earth. A. D. 1729, Freemasonry was 
first introduced into the East Indies; 1730 the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland was formed; 731 a patent was sent 
from England to erect a lodge at the Hague; 1733 
Freemasonry established itself in North America at Bos- 
ton; 1736 at Cape Coast in Africa, and at Geneva ia 
Europe; in Scotland the same year the first Grand 
Master was elected: and so the triple-headed monster, 
ENTERED APPRENTICE, FeLLoOw Crart, and MAsTeEr, 
went deceitfully round the earth while it was yet in its 
teens. 

This is the nucleus of the history of Freemasonry.— 
Around it we shall gather distinct dissertations upon 
the Rosicrucians, upon the Scotch masons, upon the 
York masons, and upon the Ancient and Modern Ma- 
sons. We shall hereafter, if life is spared, trace upon 
it the rise of the degrees of Knighthood, the Chapters, 
the Councils, and the Sublime Sovereignties of Subfime 
Fre: masonry, even to that lying ‘‘ under the celestial can- 
opy of the zenith, 32° 45’ North Latitude.” We wilt 
unravel the labyrinth of this boasted mystery; we will 
expose the falsehood of its appearances, and put the 
light of truth in the place of its misty darkness ; that all 
the world may know how utterly worthless in its histo- 
ry is this modern Bethaven, this house of vanity ; and 
how despicably false it is in its divine importance and 
assumed antiquity. 
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Report of the Committee on the Abduction of WM. MORGAN, 
made to the Senate, February 14th, 1829: And Report of the Select 
Committee on that part of the Governor’s —— relating to the Ab- 
duction of WM. MORGAN, made to the Assembly, Feb. 16th, 1829. 


These able documents are the result of the faithful labors of most 
intelligent men and legislators, appointed to consider and report 
upon ihe facts connected with the unwarrantable gy and 
forcible abduction of a freeborn and peaceful citizen. They are 
compiled with great circumspection, refraining from evil surmises, 
and presenting a mass of most interesting facts, in the grave and 
di nified style of a legislative report. 

he whole country is alive to the matter of these reports, A loud 
call is made on every side for information, for statements on author- 
ity, and for facts supported by official documents: but who is so 
bold as to beard Freemasonry by the publication of a state paper, 
shewing the iniquity of the order? Who dares to say in the ™ ° 
zuage of the Committee of the Senate, ‘‘ that Masonry meddles in 
the administration of justice, and is subversive of the republican e- 
uality guaranteed by the Constitutions of the State and Union ?” 

r to say in the language of the Committee of the Assembly, that 
exalted Lesens swear ‘to advance a brother’s best interest by al- 
ways supporting his military fame and political preferment in op- 
position to another ?” 

Nothing besides impunity for murder and treason, can more fully 


illustrate the feartul and monstrous power of dg ong than the 


silence in which the institution holds the public Press. e@ means 
it uses to dothis. are not less obnoxious than the haughty spirit of the 
turbulent and blood-stained order, which directs them. Does a pa- 

r advertise a lecture on Freemasonry? Straightway a dozen na- 
bobs of the Grand Generallissimo tribe, without previous concert it 
would seem, but each one moved individually by his personal re- 
gard for the editor, calls in a friendly way to caution him against 
giving utterance to the words of “ perjured adventurers ;” and, 
moreover, reminds him in the most affectionate manner, that he, the 
editor, lives by his paper, and that Freemasonry can deprive him of 
an indefinite aumber of his subscribers ;—besides the disgrace ! 

This is so kind and so true, that one must have strong nerves to 
withstand it; and thus, by the very waving of her wand the base 
Sorceress holds in abeyance the tree spirit of intelligent gentlemen, 
and the warm feelings of patriotic citizens. But not so the faithful 
band who renresent the Antimasons in the Legislature of New-York. 
They have looked the basilisk in the face without trembling ; they 
have beheld the uplifted mace of Freemasonry without fear. A 
single score of Antimasons have defied in the halls of the Capitol 
this con‘. ..nor of our equal rights ; they have in each house hurled 
against the sides of this monstrous invention of our subtlest foes— 
a spear like that of the brave and patriotle Laacoon. 


* Equo ne credite, Teucri! 
“ Sic fatus, validis ingentem viribus hastain 
‘*In latus, inque feri curvam compagibus alvum 
*“Contorsit, stetit illa tremens uteroque recusso, 
*Insonuere cave, gemitumque dedere caverne.” 

“ Against the «teed he threw 
“‘ His forceful spear, which hissing as it flew, 
“Pierced through the yielding planks of jointed wood, 
* And trembling in the hollow belly stood ; 
‘* The sides transpierced, return a rattling sound, 
* And groans of ks, come issumg through the wound.’’— rider 





